[ 11th annual Youth Villa Junior Tournament ] Gillooley's Sweet SweepThe golfer's career includes both junior tourney titles at Bartow Golf Course after cruising to victory Sunday.
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Kelsey Gibson reacts to winning the Youth Villa Junior Golf Tournament after putting out on the 18th green at Bartow Golf Course. 
BARTOW | Michael Gillooley of Bartow turned the 11th annual Youth Villa Junior Tournament at Bartow Golf Course into a rout Sunday, winning by seven strokes and completing a career sweep of the two junior golf tournaments at the municipal course  Gillooley, 18, carded a 6-over-par 78 Sunday after opening with a 75 on Saturday, finishing seven shots ahead of Lavanty Simonis of Lakeland in the 36-hole event. An upcoming senior on the Bartow High School golf team, Gillooley also won the Youth Division of the 2008 Youth Villa Classic at Bartow. "The Villa is like a special tournament to me. But I've never won this one before,'' Gillooley said. "I'm glad to have won both of them.''  Gillooley battled his putter for two rounds, managing only a single birdie, a tap-in on the par-4 10th hole Sunday. He missed two birdie putts from 2 1/2 feet, another from 4 feet and failed to birdie any of the par-5s in both rounds.  "I've got no confidence in my putter,'' Gillooley said. "It's hard when you have a 5-footer and haven't really made one all day. All you can do is work hard on it.  "I've always been an average putter,'' Gillooley added. "I don't putt good enough to be at the next level yet.''

While Gillooley ran away with the boys' 16-18 age group, Kelsey Gibson of Thonotosassa posted a three-shot victory over Mary Rodgers of Palm Bay in the girls' 16-18 age group. Gibson, 17, became a two-time champion in the Villa Junior five days after winning the Junior Citrus Open at Cleveland Heights Golf Course for the second year in a row. The left-hander shot 77 and finished with a 36-hole total of 151 to beat Rodgers, who closed with a 79. "It was a solid round, but nothing really got hot,'' Gibson said. "I didn't make as many birdies as I usually do, and that was the difference.''  Gibson's only birdie came at the par-5 14th hole, which she reached in two. "It was a very, very frustrating day,'' she said. "I really felt like I was swinging good. But maybe I went out there perhaps a little bit too confident.'' Gibson, who will be a senior at King High School in Tampa, has won five junior tournaments this summer. She also tied for fifth in the Florida State Women's Amateur July 10-12 in Sarasota and is competing in the Optimist International Junior Golf Championships at PGA National Resort and Spa in Palm Beach Gardens Thursday through Sunday.

Trevor Bates of Lakeland was a seven-shot winner over Cason McNeill and Rocky Hirsch of Lakeland in the boys' 13-15 age group. The 15-year-old Bates shot 75-81 to earn an invitation to play in the Youth Division of the 2010 Youth Villa Classic. Dante Davis of Brandon won the boys' 11-12 age group by four shots over Grant Marsh with scores of 81-80, while Athena Yang of Eagle Lake was the girls' 11-12 champion with rounds of 79-82. In the boys' 8-10 age group, Mattias Ruehle of Longwood edged Brady Godwin of Bartow on the first playoff hole, sinking a 15-foot birdie on No. 18. Both players shot even-par 36 for nine holes in the final round after posting 41s Saturday. Latanna Stone of Brandon was the girls' 8-10 winner with a pair of 37s over nine holes. [ Del Milligan can be reached at del.milligan@theledger.com or at 863-802-7555. ]

